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A PROUD MEMBER OF
MATRIX ACADEMY TRUST

| am very proud to be the CEO of the Matrix
Academy Trust. It is truly a privilege to work with
like-minded, hard-working colleagues who are all
focused on delivering the Trust’s vision.

Our vision is simple: every child deserves an
exceptional education. We make this happen by
doing the things which really make a difference.
Working smartly means we have staff who want to
work here. It ensures we have the capacity to care
for every pupil, providing them with the best
possible education — without exception.

A great school is one people want to work at and
one parents want to send their children to. No
matter how great our schools might be, we never
rest on our laurels. We are restless in our efforts to
keep improving and we instil this in our young
people.

Welcome to Matrix Academy Trust.
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Lynsey Draycott

Education Without Exception
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ADMISSIONS.

The number of intended admissions in September 2025 will be 1 50.

Pupils will be admitted at the age of 11 years without
reference to ability, aptitude, race or religion.

Where applications for admission exceed the number of places available, the following
criteria will be applied.

Smestow Academy will admit any pupils with an Education, Health and Care Plan naming
the school provided that their needs can be met with the resources allocated to the
EHCP.

Priority will then be given to those children who meet the criteria set out below, in
descending order until all places are filled:

Children in Public Care (looked after children) & previously looked after children. A

® Looked After Child is a child who is (a) in the care of a local authority, or (b) being

provided with accommodation by a local authority in the exercise of their social services
functions.

Where a child has an older sibling currently attending the school when the
® application is made and who will be still attending the school in Years 8 — 11 in
September of the relevant year. Siblings of Sixth Form students qualify for a sibling claim.

3. Where there are essential medical or social grounds for admitting the child.

4 . Where a member of staff has been employed at The Matrix Academy for two or more
years at the time at which the application for admission is made/or the member of staff
is recruited to fill a vacant post for which there is a demonstrable skill shortage / or the
member of staff has been seconded to support another school within the Matrix
Academy Trust.

5 Proximity of the child’s home to the school, with those living nearest being accorded
the higher priority, the distance being measured in a straight line

Visit the school website
for a full breakdown and

descriptions of our
admissions criteria.

APPEALS.

Parents whose children are refused admission to the school have
the right to appeal to an independent appeal panel. The necessary
forms and information should be obtained from the Appeals
Board, Smestow Academy, Windmill Crescent, Castlecroft,
Wolverhampton WV3 8HU to whom completed forms are
returned. Please mark the envelope Admissions-Appeal.

Appeals, in respect of Year 7 intake for
September 2025, should be lodged by

Friday 11th April 2025. q

WAITING LIST.

Until 31st August 2025 parents may enquire about their child’s
position on the Waiting List by contacting the Admissions and
Pupil Place Planning Team on 01902 539500.

INDIVIDUAL APPOINTMENTS.

In the Autumn term, Year 7 parents/carers will be invited into school for a Settling in Evening.
During this evening there is an opportunity to meet Form Tutors, Heads of Houses and the
Leadership team to discuss the transition of your child from primary to secondary school. We are
always keen to speak with parents/carers about any aspect of a child’s education. It is vital that
appointments are made to ensure that you see the appropriate person. Whenever you contact
the school, please give the name of your son’s/daughter’s Form Tutor, form group and Head of
House.
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The Headteacher’s
decision on uniform
(including hairstyles,
; makeup, nail varnish
“\ and jewellery) is final. &







EXTRA CURRICULAR.

All pupils are encouraged to develop an interest and participate in the wide range of activities which take place
outside the normal school timetable. We encourage all pupils to actively involve themselves in extra curricular
activities. We expect every child to be involved in at least one extra curricular activity. A copy of the Extra
Curricular Programme is available on the school's website. This programme is updated each term.

A wide range of clubs and activities take place after school. There are many sporting activities in which the
pupils may participate and the school takes part in competitions with other local schools.

SPORT.

Sport is a very important and vibrant part of pupils’ lives at Smestow Academy. The school's philosophy is to
provide opportunities for all at a level appropriate to pupils' abilities in a wide range of sporting activities. Our
intention is that all pupils enjoy their Physical Educational experience and develop self-respect, teamwork,
confidence and the sporting competence they need to participate in physical activity out of school hours and in
later life.

In Key Stage 3 pupils follow a broad and balanced curriculum
from the areas of games, swimming, athletics and outdoor
adventure activities, whilst also following a course in
health-related fitness.

During Key Stage 4 pupils are able to select the activities they
wish to pursue including traditional competitive team games and
fitness and health-based activities.

Smestow Academy operates an extra-curricular sports
programme including a range of competitive and
non-competitive activities in which all pupils are encouraged to
participate. We encourage competition in sport and regularly
enjoy success in a range of sporting activities at district levels.
We hold an annual Sports Day (weather permitting) in summer
term.

When a pupil regularly attends extra-curricular activities they may
have the honour of being selected to represent the school. To
achieve success in sport, and all areas of life, it takes dedication
and commitment. This is something Smestow Academy strives
to instil in its pupils through sport.

OUR FACILITIES

* Multi-purpose Sports Hall
+ 20m Swimming Pool
+ 2 Football Pitches

- Dance Studio
» Fithess Suite
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Visit the Matrix Academy
Trust dedicated careers
site for more information

www.matrixacademytrust.co.uk/careers [
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'SUCCESS ACHIEVED TOGETHER’

( www.smestowacademy.co.uk )
@smestowacademy smestowacademy @SmestowAcademy

Matrix

Academy Trust

A Proud Member of Matrix Academy Trust



