18 November 2025

Our Ref:Y11latt/IC

Dear Parent/Carer Smestow Academy

www.smestowacademy.co.uk
Re: The Importance of Attendance in Year 11 and Its Impact on GCSE Success

I am writing to highlight the critical role that school attendance plays in your child’s
academic outcomes, particularly as they approach the end of secondary school.

A recent report from the Department for Education, “The link between attendance and
attainment in an assessment year” (March 2025), presents clear national evidence showing
how strongly Year 11 attendance is linked to GCSE results. | want to share key findings from
that report with you, as they directly relate to your child’s success.

What the data shows:

The evidence is clear: better attendance in Year 11 is directly linked to higher GCSE
performance — specifically in achieving a Grade 5 or above in both English and Maths. Here
are the key findings:

e Pupils with 95-100% attendance in Year 11 were 1.9 times more likely to achieve
Grade 5+ in English and Maths compared to those with 90-95% attendance.

e Even relatively small drops in attendance can have a major impact. For example,
moving from the 95-100% band down to 90-95% can reduce a pupil’s chances of
passing both core subjects by nearly half.

e For pupils with 80-85% attendance, the chance of achieving Grade 5+ in English and
Maths falls even further — they are 3.4 times less likely to achieve that benchmark
compared to those in the top attendance band.

¢ Inthe most severe cases, pupils with less than 50% attendance were nearly 10 times
less likely to achieve Grade 5+ in English and Maths than their peers with 95-100%
attendance.

The report also found that moving up just one attendance band (for example, attending
around 10-20 more school days across the year) was associated with a meaningful increase
in attainment — up to a 10% higher chance of achieving expected grades.

What this means for your child:
Attendance matters — every single day. In Year 11, even a few missed days can make a
measurable difference:

¢ 95% attendance = up to 9.5 days of school missed across the year

e 90% attendance = around 19 days missed (almost 4 weeks)

e 85% attendance = over 28 days missed (about 6 weeks)

e Less than 80% = missing the equivalent of a full school term or more
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With GCSE exams determining access to further education, apprenticeships and
employment opportunities, these attendance levels can significantly shape your child’s
future options.

How we can work together:
e Please ensure your child attends every day unless they are genuinely unwell.
e Avoid booking holidays or appointments during term time.
o Talk to your child about the importance of Year 11 and the impact each school day
has.
o If your child is struggling to attend, please contact us as soon as possible so we can
offer support.

In summary

The link between attendance and success in GCSEs is stronger than ever. Pupils who attend
regularly have a clear advantage. Let’s work together to make sure your child is present,
engaged, and given the best chance to achieve their full potential.

Thank you for your continued support.
Yours faithfully
(G2~

Mr | Chamberlain
Headteacher
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